Episode 7: Robert Guthrie and the Search for Psychology’s Hidden Figures

5 Minute History Lesson

Teacher’s Guide

The Cumming Center’s 5 Minute History Lessons (SMHL) are a series of short films about
interesting people and stories from the psychology’s history. The 5MHL’s use archival
documents, photographs, sound recordings, and films housed in the Archives of the History of

American Psychology to tell the stories of individual psychologists and psychological research.

The 5SMHL Scavenger Hunt activities are meant to be used by instructors to provide a broad
understanding of a variety of topics. Scavenger hunts can be done in class (face-to-face or

virtual) or assigned as homework projects.

Instructors can determine the depth of the project and should allow 30-45 minutes. The
scavenger hunts can simply be completed by students, or they can serve as a jumping off point

for more in-depth class discussions. Suggested discussion points are included.

Instructions and answer sheets are found for Episode 7: Robert Guthrie and the Search for
Psychology’s Hidden Figures on the following pages.
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4. What did Mamie Phipps Clark’s research illustrate? Why was this research so important?

A. Clark’s doll studies illustrated, ““the negative affect of segregation on the self-esteem
of Black children.”” The studied were cited in the Supreme Court case Brown v Board (1954) that

ended segregation in the US.

5. When was the Association of Black Psychologists founded?

A. 1968
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